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Some interesting details

We all know the ANC overwhelmingly won the South African election but what else is of
interest in these results. Fiona White unpicks the figures which tell an interesting tale.

elaction in April 2009, The main results of these

elactions are well known, but it is interesting to
look behind the headlines and sea what the numbers
tell s about how South African's voted and what
mtivations lay behind their choices.

Saum Africa celabrated its fourth free and fair

VOTER TURNOUT
More South Aficans registered to vote, and actually cast
their vote, in tha 2009 elections than in cither 1999 or
2004,

In 2004, 20.7 milion citizens registered bu only 1.9
millon voted. This figure was substantially increased in
the 2009 elactions with 23.2 milion people registering
and 17.9 million citizens casting their vote. So, two
million more people voted in 2009 comparad to 2004,

“There had baen a decreasa in the number of people
Veting between the 1999 and the 2004 elaction. Some.
commentators were concarned that citizens wera
showing signs of voter apathy often seen inWestern
countries such as the United Kingdom. However, we
can see that the majority of citizens stil value their
right to vote and in turn racognise the importance of
this democratic tradition.

UNDERSTANDING ANC DOMINANCE
1n 2009, 35 with the provious threa slections,the ANC.
won by a landslide majority. It won 65.9% of the vota,
Many analysts had prodictad that the ANC would los
itsstrong majority with opposition partes such as the
Congress of the People (Cope) taking votes away from
the ruling party.

The ANC has faced many challenges in the past five
years. Lovels of poverty ar not decreasing, a very high
fate of unemployment, and ANC leader, acob Zuma, has
been in court facing both fape charges and numerous
counts of fraud. South Africa aso has one of the highest
Tates of cvic protest in the world and these protests

are often related to poor municipal servic delivery.
Government records show that in 2004/2005 thera
‘were 5 800 nationwide protests,and in 2005/6 this
nearly doubled to 10 763, In this context it is
interesting, and perplexing, to sea that the ANC won
more votes in 2009 than in the past two elections.
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In the 2009 election, although the ANC lost 3.79% of
the vate, compared with the previous election, they still
qained over 770 000 votes,Why was this the case’
When looking at the numbers, KwaZulu-Natal (KZN)
provides part o the answer.

in KZN the ANC won nearly a million more votes in
2009 than it had in 2004, Nearly 20% of allthe votes
cast i the country are cast in KZN. Therefore the party






[image: image2.png]that wins KZN has an important impact on the national
vote. Tha graph below shows that at each elaction the
ANC has increasd its support in KZN.
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Even though the ANC lost votes in five other
provinces it was, o a large extent, the nearly million
extra votes from KZN that allowed the ANC to obtain
another landslide victory in 2009,

Why then did the ANC win so many votes in KZN,
and increasa its percentaga in thra other provinces
namely Gauteng, Mpumalanga, and Northern Cape, as
well? There are several reasons for the ANC
dominance of the 2009 lectiors.

First, and parhaps for some surprisingly it was the
leadership of Jacob Zuma that won the ANC its
victory. One can surmise that tha ethnicity of acob
Zuma appealed to voters in KZN. Zuma was very
strategic in his use of symbolism in the run up to the
elactions, such as his widsly publicised traditional
Zulu marriage caramony, and his love of traditional
dancing,

Zuma also has a very open political style, and sold
himself well a5 a man of the paople. He demonstrated
that as 2 leader ha could listen to the views of sectors
of sociaty and he came across as responsive to
people’s neads. This contrasted with Mbeki's aloof
political style, which ANC supportars had rejected at
Polokwane.

Many citizens wera also looking for change, and

some saw Zuma as embodying a new era and a new
ANC.This change in ANC leadiership allowed voters to
demonstrate their dissatisfaction with the status quo,
while remaining loyal to the ANC which is part of
many people's identity. S, in spite of his corruption
and rape casos and the negative media that has
surrounded him, the ANC may have won a substantial
majority because of the change Zuma roprasanted.

Second, the ANC won a large majority because it
waged a very sffective and sophisticated election
campaign.

Even with assured victories the ANC have always
run strong campaigns. Roger Southall, i his article in
the Centre for Policy Studies 2004 Election Synopsis
explains how in 2004 the ANC conducted a”highly
organized and united campaign' Prior o the 2004
elections ANC branches wera revitaised and during
the campaign senior politicians were deployed
alongside ordinary ‘cadres’ to mobilise housetohouse
support.

Similarly in the 2009 campaign, ANC poliicians
went to the people, for example, by joining
commuters on early morning trains. The campaign
was further strengthened by dedicated support from
Cosatu (Congress of South African Tras Uions) and
the South African Communist Party (SACP). Zuma's
win at Polokwane resulted in a united alliance, which
in turn was able to delver a strong and united
campaign.

“Third, the historical importance of the ANC in the
minds of voters aiso most likely contributed o its
success.The ANC is a liberation movement with a
proud past.For many it is the actions of the ANC that
allowed many South Afican’s to have the vot i the
first place, and 5o it fs unsurprising that they foel they
owe the party a deb of allegiance.

A further reason for the ANC's continuing majority
victory is because, in some respects,they have a good
track record. Athough they have not deivered all
they promised when they cama to power in 1994, the
party does have much to be proud of. An article by
Paul Jacobson, in the Mail & Guardian, notes:"Since
1994, moro than thre million houses have been built
for 14 million people. I the townships where blacks
wers confined and neglected under apartheid,
schools have been bl and roads paved. The poor
get froe water and olectricity.”

Furthermore,as Mbeki noted in his 2004 State of
the Nation addrass, the country had experienced "the
longest period of consistent postive growth since th
(GDP was properly recordad in the 1940s."

There has also been a larga incraase n social




[image: image3.png]expenditura over the past few
years, achiaved on the back of a
Stabilised macroaconomic
environment. It s fraquently social
grants, funded by this social
expenditure, that s the sole
income in poor familis.

OPPOSITION PARTIES

When looking at both national and
provincial results, something
interesting emerges. Thera was an
increase in the number of political
parties contasting both national
and provincial elections

At the national level in 1999, 16
parties contested and 13 won
Seats. In 2004, 21 parties contested
yet only 12 won seats. In 2009, 26
parties contested and 13 won
seats,

At the provincial Tevel we sea a
similar pattern. Thera was an
increase in the number of parties
contesting from 2004 to 200, in
every single province excapt KZN.
Thera was a lot of ‘movemnt'in
the provincs.

In Limpopo, for example, thare
was a change of 11 parties. Eight
new parties stood whils thrae.
parties that had contested in 2004
did not stand in 2009, Even in
provinces whera thera was an
increase of only one party.thare
was a change of seven parties: four
new parties and thrae that no
longer stood. This shows that
political dynamics in the provinces
are not stabilising.

Why are opposition parties still
50 unstabla?Why is there an
increase in the number of parties
contesting slections?

The main reason s that thera
were a sizable number of naw
parties formed for the 2009
elactions. There are always

variety of factors behind why a
new party is created.

Cope, for example, was formed
because of a split in the ANC. It
was an outcome of the Polokwane
conforence. Other parties may also
have soen these elections as their
opportunity to capitalse on
probloms facing the ANC.

The Proportional Reprasentative
(PR) system also encourages the
formation of smalr partios
becausa ralatively fow votes are
needed to gain a sea in Parlisment
compared with other slectoral
systems. This was a deliberate
choice in 1994 in order to ensure
a5 many sectors of the population
were reprosentad in Parliament as
possible.

I this election, the African
Peoples Convention won a
national seat in Parliament with
only 35 800 votes. At the
provincial lovel it was possible to
win a seat i the Northern Cape
with approximately 10 000 votes.
The PR system may, therefore,
encourage smaller parties to form
becausa they believe they have a
good chance of winning a
provincial or national
parliamentary seat.

How did opposition parties fare
in the 2009 election? With the
ANC's large majority there is lttle
space leftfor opposition parties
There was only 34.1% of the vote
to divide up betwasn 25
opposition parties

The Democratic Alliance (DA)
won 16,66% coming in as the
official opposition in national
Parliament. The DA has steadily
increased its support in overy
election sinca 1994. Cope won
7.42% and the Inkatha Fracdom
Party won 4.55 %, with 22 other

smaller parties winning only 5.49%
combined,

Amongst the largar opposition
parties, the DA and Cope are the
only ones gaining support, while
the others ar losing support.

The results for the smaller
opposition parties were not
promising. Of the 22 smaller
parties contesting the election not
one was able to get 1% of the
national vote. Only four parties —
African Christian Democratic Party,
Independent Democrats, United
Democratic Movemnt and
Freadom Front Plus ~ ware able to
win over half a percent.

n 2004 three parties won over
1% of the vota each and six parties
won over half a parcent each. Tha
decline of small parties, in
combination with the increasa in
votes for larger opposition partics,
indicates that the electorate may.
be making mora strategic choices
‘when voting for the opposition.
For soma analysts, a consolidation
of the opposition vote indicates a
maturing of a democracy.

Is South Africa’s democracy
maturing? Tha 2009 elections wera
largely free and fair and this is a
good sign. The ANC may have
maintained its steady dominance,
but this was in the context of an
open and robust demcracy.
Cartainly, the 2009 election resuts
demonstrata that thre is still some
volatility in the political landscape,
but this occurs in the context of a
stable, established democratic
system, L]

Fiona White is a senior
rosearcher at the Centre for Policy
Studios (CPS). All figures are from
the Independent Electoral
Commission.




