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e have mcluded these poems
and songs to lift and inspire

you in 1999 Apologies to the great
Brnush folk singer and union supporter, Bully
Bragg, for not getting his permission, but we
know that he will understand The song is
taken from an article by Elsabe Brink ina
Bulletin of 1984 The song wvas sung by the
Garment Workers” Union in the 1930s and
1910s

There is power in a union

Billy Bragg (from Talling to the taxman
abornt poctry” 19806)

There Is power in @ factory, power (u the
fand

Porer in the hand of the worker

Bt it all amiownts to nothing if together we
don’t stand

There Is pouer in a Unian

Now the lessons of the past were all learned
tedth workers blood

The niistakes of the bosses we nust pay for

From the cities and the farmlands fo
trenches full of mud

War bas always been the bosses weaty, sir

The Union forever defending aour righis

Dawn with the biackleg, alf workers
tnite

Witk our brotbers and our sisters from
many faroff lands

There {s power in a Union

Compiled by Etienne Viok

Now [Hong for the immamng that they realise

Bravtality and anpust lqwes cannat defeal us

But who'll defend the workers whao cannot
orpretniese

Whrent the Dasses send there Lackeys owt to
cheat nis?

Money speals for moncy, ihe Devil for bes oven

Who comes to sheal: for the skin and the bone?

What a comfort to the wrdon, a tiohr to ihe
child

There (s power in a Union

The Uhiion forever defending our rights

Down wwilth the blackleg, all workers unite

With onr brothers and our sisters fron
many faroff lands

There {s power (n a Unmian

The strikers’ song

(The Garment Worker, May/fuie 19141,
Translalicn Ly Efsabe Brink, SA Labonr
Buedletin, rol 9 no 8 To the e of "Wat
maak oom KNallie daar’, composed for the
tobacco workers' strike.)

What cve the scabis doing there? 2x
The scabs siell of rotten fish

Peaple think tis the Ralliemy bus

Q. what are the scabs doing there? ¥
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