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CIC are some more poems and
Hwords of songs to contnbute to

working class culture. Qur thanks to
Thobile Masa, wotker poet, for permission
to use his peermns The songs are taken from
an article by Elsabe Brink in a 1984 Bulletin.
The songs were sung by the Garment
Workers' Union in the 1930s and 1940s If
you are interested in more workers’ poetry,
Ditsela has published a collection called
Revolution revived: a collection of working
class poetry.You can call Ditsela at
(011) 403-2155 and speak to Ayanda or
Thozama.

0, do not bow

(The Garment Worker, March/April 1941,
Translation: Elsabe Brink, $4 Laborr
Bulletin,vol 9 no 8. To the tune of
‘Bobbejaan klim <he berg'))

O, do not bow and do not sweay

to slavery and fascist lau

We showld ail unite and together stand
Such low wages are no fun

We women too share in the
fight

(Translation: Elsabe Brink, SA Labour
Bulletin, vol 9 no 8 Composed for a1
Garment Workers' Union nlly for a living
wage in February 1940.)

We women too share in the fight,
We too, work, budtd cur fand

compiled by Etienne Viok

We womern, baif of our nation
Light for the progress of South Africa.

Solidarity forever
Thobile Maso, SAMWU

Soclalism is my future

I bave nothing to lose

It makes me to be conscious of myself

Though I live in the miserable
stluation

1 will fear no brutality

Because the working class is with me

Marxism and Leninism: is my
compass

It gutdes me against the temptation of
the Capitaiism

It vestores my conviction

Agltating and mobilising the
masses

Workers'militancy is my strength

I wiil devote my life Jorever

To fight for soctalism

Solidarity forever

Mobilise cormmunities mobilise
Mobilise campuses mobitise-

Mobfiise workers mobilise
Mobtlise wormen mobilise
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Solidarity forever

Decolomialisation of mind (s education

fn time
Frosn porverty line to bread Ime
Let the red flag fTy bigh again
Worker to worker
Country to coteniry

Soltdarity forevrer

Abotish brutality abolesh
Abolish barbarism abolish
Aboltsh cabelisnr abolish
Abolish capitalism abaolish

Salidarity forever

Thicves and invaders are suffocating
ibhe nalton

Global villains are destroying the
bimanty

Vampires arc sucking the blood of
inndustrial soldiers

The daylight robbers are back

Sofidarity forever

Organise our peaple organise
Organise our prrolelarials organise
Crpanise for revolution orvganise
Organise for socialisin organise
Communes farever

Cormurnism forever

Solidarity forcrer

Tribute to the Cuban people
Thobile Maso, SAANWET

Socialism s the future

Lies they bave srieezed
Truth they bave killed
Undertakers wait and cenifuse

Life s living bread (s sbhared
Socicalism is the future

They pofson the water in order to Rill
the fish

They speak Hke saunts and act ke
deris

They mreack demaocracy and act like
Durcaiicrals

The Iittle island, the nrnerersal
obsession

Threatens no one but is under
sfege

Socialism is the future

The biows of reactionaries arc
showering ke bad

Winy you shrink ke rabbus in the
storm

The finnal goal Is yet to come

The victory is certamn each ane teach
OrMc

Soctalism 1is the future

Declaration of point of
deprartiire

the aim is not dispuite

The action is argionent of means to
the end

Struggle is victory

Guided revolition is
Dremansty

Socfalism is the fiture

Fet the ypreans to vorn the tides
From Africa, Cuba to Riissia
Keep the fire on

The world is full of misery

Socialism s the futfure
Brediel of nrow! Buitld it nowu”’
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