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RSouth Africa is fast becoming a countryknown for its reality television and highdrama soap opera politics from the Macand Mo show (where Mac Maharaj and MoShaik accused former NPA head BulelaniNgcuka of being an apartheid spy) to theShabby Shaik trial. We are now heading forthe next round - step aside West Wing herecomes the Left Wing! It is hoped that as the Left Wing unfoldsthe plot will become clearer to all. In themeantime, we are left guessingas the convergence ofcircumstances and interestsmakes the reading of thecurrent Zuma saga a difficultone. One thing is undisputed isthat the recent tensions aroundthe former deputy presidentJacob Zuma has created themost serious divisions withinthe ANC since the Codesanegotiations. So who formspart of the pro-Zuma camp? • There are those who seetheir future (earnings orotherwise) tied to a Zuma presidency.• The so-called left within the SACommunist Party (SACP) who includesome senior office bearers of Cosatuaffiliates who might be aggrieved withtheir gradual lose of influence within theANC as the organization has shifted tothe right. This grouping are using theZuma issue to mount a campaign tochallenge the dominant right wing andare benefiting from the mass support thatZuma enjoys. Within this grouping thereare those who are not as interested inpushing a left project but contestingpower for their own agenda. Thisgrouping see the hand of the right wingin setting the stage for succession, whichwill continue to forge a bourgeoisieproject.• Mass support that Zuma enjoys seems to

have created the most important leveragefor both groups. The mass based supportis not restricted to KwaZulu Natal -where Zuma is seen as the man to havebrought peace to the province. Zuma hassupport in other communities, as he isperceived to be closer to the interests ofthe working class.  As a result theopportunists are not manufacturing thepotential of a ‘mass revolt’ because masssupport exists. 

Given the diversity of the groupings formingthe pro-Zuma camp, it is difficult to claimthat it is about the preservation of a pro-poor and left agenda. Whether this is aprincipled campaign or not is irrelevant atthis point. What is relevant and critical isthat the Zuma saga is an ANC problem withcurrent tensions existing within the ANC.Hence, proper leadership of the ANC isrequired. The pro-Mbeki camp – who mighthave believed they had control of the ANC –should be slightly shaken up by recentdevelopments and the possibility for chaos.What is coming home to roost is that theexisting ANC leadership is falling short ofmanaging to lead a popular mass movement.ANC leaders have become too reliant onexercising their power through the stateinstead of relying on mass based supportoutside of elections. The Zuma affair reveals

that the old style of operating by subterfugeis not sustainable and instead leads toclaims of political conspiracies, asarticulated by Cosatu and the SACP. The Zuma affair provides some importantlessons for organisations such as Cosatu. Asone observer says, ‘no authority can ever gounchallenged where masses sense adisregard for their interests’. That is relevantnot only to political parties such as the ANCbut for Cosatu which just emerged from itsrecent central committeemeeting with a range ofresolutions dealing withorganizational issues. A Cosatuofficial argues that Zuma (andpolitics) is not the federations’core business. Whilst thismight be true for some,politics is certainly sexier thanhaving to deal with real on theground problems. The test tothat will be whether the sameamount of energy will be givento continuing the current jobsand poverty campaign as hasbeen devoted to the Zuma campaign.Somewhere along the line some balanceneeds to be achieved between ensuring thatthere is not growing neglect of the basicfunctions of a union movement and beingvigilant in protecting our democracy byensuring, for example, that state apparatusis not used to squash political opposition. Itwould be an act of betrayal by Cosatu if itwere seen by its members to devote all itsenergies to one without the other. Thoseattending the Western Cape launch on 22August of the coalition againstunemployment and poverty where notinterested in hearing about Zuma (asattempted by Cosatu’s Western Cape deputychair) but about jobs. 
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