eleketla! Urban folk tale

ith the erection of a

cultura hub comes the

novel idea of trying o
retain the communal vibrancy that
dready exists T his is just one of the
traits that underpins the
groundbreaking idea of K eleketid

K eleketld is alibrary-cum-
resource centre comfortably
wedged in the bowels of the old
apartheid South A frican D efence
ForceD rill Hdl in the centre of
Johannesburg near JoubertPark | t
has been declared a heritage site
and has the trappings and historica
echoes of a military camp whilst at
the same time being a landmark for
politica activists when a bormb
exploded outside its doors
TheD rill H al wes builtin 1904

and was used by the military until

1992.T he recruitment and

mobilisation of the army for both
world wars was conducted from
the building | t wes here too thatin
1956, 156 leaders of the liberation
moverment, includingA Ibert L uthuli,
0 liverT ambo, W dter Sisulu and
N elson Mandelg appeared on
charges of treason when the
complex served as a courtroom

In 2004 the abandoned D rill H Al
was converted in a manner sensitive
to its rich heritage into a new
architectural space which now
provides a platform for cultura
activity T he upper floor of the west
wing was destroyed by firg but the
northern two-storey building
untouched by the fire has been
restored and is shared by K eleketid
andTime for C hange

The historic
Johannesburg inner-city
Drill Hall was a
dilapidated space. Now it
has become a vibrant
centre for various
community projects.
Kagiso Mnisi describes
the aims of one of these

projects, Keleketa!

INTRODUCING KELEKETLA!
K eleketld came into being in 2007
at the hands of BettinaMacomess a
lecturer at the U niversity of C ape
Town's Michaelis School of FineA rt
together with the arts collective
| nnacitycommunity which is
composed of three 20-somethings
of varying backgrounds

| nhaci tycommunity initiated an
array of prgjects T he first one was
cdled'0 nce U ponA Month which
created a dynamic space for
dwellers around the JoubertPark
areg specificaly young people and
older teens to participate in such
pursuits as drama and singing T he
other component of the monthly
occasion wWas the broadcasting of an
experimental radio prgject called
Cityx.
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Keleketla’s offices in the Drill Hall.

At presentK eleketd is under
the administration of
| nnaci tycommunity Likwid Tongue
and F ananathi, the latter two are
associated with independent
publishing and streetart marketing
T he collaborative effort of these
movements has allowed for the
maximising of resources to redise a
media lab. T his lab hopes to serve as
a base for research, the production
of aternative media and sustainable
frameworks for inner-city
organisations

Jozi's wide spectrum of
dternative mediais seen as a
chariot for a revolutionary chalenge
o mainstream ideas that can
transcend current moulds
U nnoticed by the mainstream is
streetart marketing that emerges
from an ethos of modest resources
and which only a discerning pool of
the market has spotted Such people
are open to stretching the limits of
what's possible and' could be
instead of fixating on what merely
works

From the street: Exhibit A

T he dean-up campaign is the
brainchild of Maose 4matt
Maahlela where the mediain
question is disposable trash bags

T he target of this street artis inner-
city schools and flats and is aimed
at dwellers of varying ages T he use
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of flamboyant colouring on the
bags serves to dert, raise avwareness
and stimulate a response towards
ridding the streets of filth T he
exercise involves filling the bags
with trash and once full the tagged
message on the bags enlarges and
becomes apparent to the eye

From the street: Exhibit B
T he digta age presents chalenges
to genuine persona interaction (a
F acebook giftjust doesn tcarry
much weight does it.. mmm?), so
tactile materia now becomes the
vogue T his indudes personaised
collectables such as book casings
made out of disused cardboard,
exclusive notepads and other
creative utilities T his aesthetic
system of reusing recyclable
materiad is practised by such street
artluminaries as F ananathi. T heir
am s to encourage independent
crafters

Radica innovation is the order of
the day in these economically
chalengng times which gives dout
o dternative media | t has given us
a framework for unique concepts
which can still thrive economically
I n our thinking any systerm should
be easily torn down for the sake of
progression and transcendence
Media should shift to survive T here
is No one standard localy or
dobaly Such concepts dlow

K eleketld to play avitd rolein
community upliftment

K eleketidd ethos lies mgorly in
grassroots mobilisation so the team
has resuscitated the age-old practice
of a stokvel. T he stokvel concept
serves as an economic cooperative
model where our amis to share
resources amongst other movements
and the inner-city community at
large

T his is associated with media
ownership which involves the
consumers of this media- the
people of the city

0 ur last stokvel consisted of a
transatiantic conversation via skype
With community organisersin
D etroit, Michigan in the U nited
States T he gist was howH ip H op
can help uplift a community T he
exercise was interesting in the sense
that theA fricanA merican
community have a similar practice to
a stokvel which they refer to as
'potuckK.

T he immediate future of the
medialab is to hold an art auction
with works donated by reputable
young artists T he proceeds will
gve us the space to carry on
expanding the legacy of the D rill
H al with its architecture of rich
historical significance T his prgject
will alow us t continue with
combating Johannesburg s cultural
stagnancy while lending a hand in
the greater development of the
city's people

T he story of K eleketld must
become an urban folk tale where
we create greatness from dust with
abeliefin self reliance T his is what
the once makeshiftlibrary will
become - a newage
communicaton' s domain given
birth through the toil of practica
visionaries

Kagiso Mhisi is coordinator of the
media lab at Keleketla!
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