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Unionist's impression
of Palestine

The South African Transport & Allied Workers Union’s Zico Tamela recently visited

Palestine on the invitation of the Boycott National Committee. He describes his visit.

o South African Transport &
I Alied Workers Union
(Satawu) was imited by the

Boycott National Committea to
participata in a panel discussion at a
Conference in Bil'in, on the est
Bank in Palestine, on grassroots
mobilisation for non-violent mass
resistance against oppression.

The aim was to shara experiences
on mass resistance, and tha role of
trade unions in the struggle, against
apartheid including the
international campaign for the total
isolation of the apartheid regime.

Further, it asked Sataw to share
experiances on the boyeott of an
Israsli ship by workers in the port
of Durban earlier this year.This
international solidarity action by
Satawu members had raisad the
morale of tha fighting masses of
Palestine at a crucial stage in their
struggle when a growing popular
movement i starting to wage an
effective international campaign for
the total isolation of Zionist lsrael,

BRIEFING AT STOP THE WAL CENTRE
“This briefing really prepared me for
what | was to experienca in the
next faw days in Palestine. Tha
nature of the lsracliPalastine
conflict was so vividly depicted that
even the bit | had just practically
experienced a faw hours back from
“Tel Aviv Airport to the West Bank.
started to make sensa,

For example, | passed through

AR ——

several chackpoints manned by
armed Isracli soldiers not only in so-
called Isracl proper, but also in so-
called Palestine under tha
Palastinian Authority

On the way to Ramallah the taxi
driver showed me a numbar of
Jowish settlements, and also
explained in great detail tha fate of
Arab/Palestinian vllagers who
continue to ba forcefully removed
from their land which s occupied
by the Israelis.

Ha also pointed to the Apartheid
Wall'and explained its significance.
He familiarisad me with key aspects
of the Isracli-Palestinian conflict
‘which were further explained at the
Stop the Wall Cantre.They played a
DVD specifically on the Viall The
ouitcome of the briafing and the
discussion that ensued was the
eed for greater and closer co-
operation between South African
and Palestinian civil socioty
formations. The most important area
of this collaboration is Boyeott,
Disinwestment and Sanctions (BDS)

VISITT0 BETHLEHEM
On Tuesday 21 Aprl | visited
Bethlahem. | had s briefing with an
MP o the PLO (Palestinian
Liberation Organisation) Fatah
Faction at the Dheisheh Refugee
Camp. The comrade explained the
current ituation in Palstine

Ho touched on important
milestones such as the 1967 war, up

10 the Madrid and Oslo Agreamerts
and, fnally the establishmen of the
Palestinian Authority and its
challenges. Hi articulation of the
relationship batwean Palestine and
the Palestinian Authority and Israel
confirmed that Palestine i sill
occupied and ruled by Israel even
with the existence of the powerless
Palestinian Authority.

o bo blunt, the situation there is
worse than tha old Bantustans. He
pointed ot that the current Two-
State’Solution s hopeless and that
Palestine should be one. On this
cardinal question, the comrada was
in total agreement with Left activists
who ara critical of Fatah,

In addition, the comrade explained
the history of the Refugee Centra
and its own challenges. Originally it
was an Israeli miltary camp which
policed conquered Palastinian
villgers and protected Jewish
settlements. Then th camp was
turned into one of the best run and
welkequipped resource centres and
quest houses for use by the refugea
community.The comrada made a
passionate plea to tha revolutionary
movemert in South Africa to do
morain solidarity with Palestine,

Later on, | met actvists from local
organisations, trade unionists,
politicans and Journalists in &
Community Centre, This was an
exchange of experiences of struggle
in Palostine and South Africa,
precaded by prasentations.
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1 got to know even beter the
nature of the Zionist oppression,
Thera was a golden thread from the
previous briefings to the discussion
we wera having.The presence of
trade unionists, including a comrade
from a transport affiliata of the
PGFTU (Palestinian General
Federation of Trade Unions),
anticipated the discussions with the
threa federations and the university
based union that took place a fow
days later. The need for solidarity
was expressad very clearly The
Durban action by Satawu was hailed
as the beginning of ven greater
support to come from South
Africans.

My last stop was the Lajee Cantre
in the Aida Refugee Camp where |
met children and youiths who talked
about their own experience of
growing up in a refugee camp. Thay.
also exphained tha history of the
Centre and the important ole it s
playing in shaping their lives and
praparing them for the future.

The Centre's multidisciplinary
training programme equips the
children and youth for a meaningful
ole in their communities and
society at large. Thay also undargo
political aducation, and this is
evidenced by their high level of
political conseciousness.

For example, they equated
Mandela to Arafat; asked lots of
questions about aparthaid, how it
was defeated and the kind of South

Africa that is evolving now; and
‘what South Africans can do to assist
them achieva their freedom so that
they can return to their homes and
villages soon.

BILIN CONFERENCE
The Conferanca on popular, nor
Violent resistanca against srasl's
colonial occupation of Palestine was
held on 21.24 April in the village of
Bil'in,situated in Ramallah, n the
West Bank. Delegates came from
most Palestinian civil sociaty
formations, including the three
trade union federations that support
the BDS Campaign against lsrael, led
by tho Boycott National Committos,
and organisations from various
countries n the world. The main
ouitcomes of the Confarence were:
+ intensifying mass mobilisation
+ building strong mass
organisations
+ building a popular movement
+ intensifying tha BDS
international campaign.

DEVELOPING RELATIONS
“The Conferance ended with a march
against the Apartheid Wl Israel
soldiers did thir best to disperse
them, constantly fiing teargas at the
marchers, but to no avall Speakers
from lreland and the European Union
addressed the march.

Before and after tha march some.
‘comrades, including myself,visited
the family o a youth activistin Biln

Who was gunned down by the Israeli
army a week before, during one of
the demonstrations that take place
every Friday against the Aparthaid
Weal

TRADE UNIONS

The trada union movement in

Palestine s fragmented into four

parts — the PGFTU,the General

Union of Palestinian Workers

(GUPW), the Federation of

Independent Trade Unions and non

afflated trade unions.

1 met soma leaders of the three
federations, a transport union
afflated to the PGFTU and a union
organising at universities Their views.
were genarally the sama on the
following fssues:

+ The economic dependance of
Palestine on lsrael

+ Super-exploitation of Palestinian
or Arab workers in both in Israel
and Palestine.

+ The negativa impact of the
divisions within tha Palestinian
labour movement on the struggle
for workers'rights and the
improvement of their conditions
and the national liberation
struggle.

+ The labour movement in
Palestine is weak, and neads to be
strengthened and unified.

+ The Israel Iabour movement
supports discrimination against
Palestinian workers both in the
‘workplace and society at large.
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Dospit s fatsoprotonces
within tho internationa labour
movemant, tho lsast abour
movement i part o the Zionist
agonda which t practices against
the Plestinians.

Cosatu (Congress of South Afican
Trade Unions) and s afflistes
Shoud st i strongthaning and
unitying thir Palstinian
counterpats.

In reltionto th fina tem, Cosatu
and its affiliates should actively take
the infiative i

developing closa working
elations, including joint capacity-
buikding programmes;
deepening solidarity work with
the Palestinian labour movemert,
civil soclety and the liberation
‘movemant at large;

immediataly embarking on
exchange visits on both sides to.
share information and
experiences so as to make
Solidarity work on Palestine more
effactive;

rendering both poltical and
material support to their
Palestinian counterparts;
exposing th reactionary
response of the Israel labour
‘movement towards Palestinian
‘workers and the massas at large,
and actively working fo its
solation within the international
labour movement,

“The Palestinian labour movement
highly appreciates the political
support and practical
implemantation of the BDS
‘Campaign by Cosatu and its afflates.
1 told them of the International
Solidarity Conference that Cosatu
was convening and that it was an
important platform for raising the
Palostnian question, especially BDS.
Al the Palestinian foderations
indicated they wanted to attend. @

Zico Tamela is th international
secratary for the South African
Transport & Allid Werkers Union.
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Progress since Tamela's return

- Satowu brought over a rapresentative from the Palestinian
transport union to tha Cosatu Intarnational Solcary
Conforence in Johannesburg in une.

- Tha Palesinian Solidaity Committo brought over a
representative of tho Baycott Nationsl Committea to the samo
Conforence

- Satans Maritimo Soctor hold a Nationa Office Bearers macting
i Durban totako forvard tha solicariy campaign with tho
Palostinians.

- Satawnu will bo ongaging tho Dopartmont of Transport on issucs
the union fool are detrimental to the caus of the Plostinian
paople

+ At tho Union Network International-Afrca’s Sacond Regionsl
Congross hld i Tunisi in May.Satau fought for th tots
isoltion oflvaol and for active salcarity work with tho poplo
of aletine.

- Satowu i 40 partof offrts by the Palesinan solcarky
movement which include preparations
= for a workshop on soldariy work with the Paletiniars,

particulaty with rogard o actvoly implemerting the
Boycott. Disnvestmont,Sanctions Campaig:

- 10 host a comrade from sbroad who will go on a spesking
tour around the country in support of slidrity work with
Palostin in August;

- to engage various ministrios on tho quasion of Plestine
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